110              LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   HARRIS

exposed to one of those trials that must ever
attend military marriages. Major Han-is was
sent upon an expedition,, the destination of which
was a secret. Some days passed in this most
painful state of separation and anxiety, when the
abandonment of the expedition restored him in
safety; yet short was this gleam of happiness.
The usual exchange of regiments taking plaa\
the 5th was one of those that were (o return to
England in the summer of 1780; but as the" time
was rather uncertain^ and Mrs. Harris's situation
rendered it absolutely necessary for her to he
settled in some comfortable places by a certain
day, another separation was unavoidable.

The journal Which Mrs, Harris wrote of her
lonely voyage home beautifully describes her feel-
ings on this distressing occasion. After much of
trial and suffering, she arrived at Plymouth; but,
to her inexpressible joy., Major Harris reached (hat
port the day before she gave birth to a daughter,
who,, happily for all connected with her, has in-
herited the tender affections of her mother, antf
the fortitude and sense of her noble? lather.

In December of thin year Major Harris was
promoted to the rank of licutcnant-coloncl, ami
ordered, with his regiment, to Ireland, During
his passage an opportunity happened for Ihedis-
play of his own great presence of mind, and Jus
influence over others. The transport which con-
veyed his regiment was commanded by u most